The authors attempt to disclose the specifics of the adaptation of the Altai Region to the external challenges and threats specific to different stages of economic development. The initial level of socioeconomic development of the Region prior to market reforms is characterized. Specific contradictions of regional reproduction process are revealed. Factors, contributing to the cumulative effect of the regional economy decline, are specified. The status of intra-regional environment at the stages of transformational crisis (1992-1998), recovery growth (1999-2007), the crisis of 2008-2009, the crisis recovery (2010-2012) 
term prospects for regional development without a deep insight into the new, "market" history of the region, without revealing the origins of its present state and without characterizing the main stages of the regional economy development.
The purpose of the research, the results of which are partially outlined in this article, is to identify the transformational shifts that have occurred in the Altai Region in a quarter of a century of market transformations.
Radical market reforms that entailed the crisis of the entire economic system of Russia affected the economy of the Siberian Federal District and, in particular, the Altai Region, to a much greater extent than of the European regions of the country.
In fact, the main factors of economic growth and the problem of their mobilization in Russia (inflation rate, key rate, ruble exchange rate, investment rate, etc.) are formed, as is known, at the macro level. Such problems of development as underfinancing of production and social infrastructure, the condition of fixed assets, the absence of significant investments, excessive spatial differentiation of the economy, social differentiation, etc. are typical for all regions, though expressed in various extents.
Consequently, the development of the regional socio-economic system and its competitiveness cannot be considered and, most importantly, assessed outside the broader Russian context. In other words, structural changes taking place at the regional level and "modernization shifts" in the economic and social spheres of the Region, considered in the context of its competitive advantages formation, cannot be understood and explained, not mentioning the forecasts, without understanding the all-Russian trends and the specific situation at every stage of economic development.
The aforementioned information gives us certain grounds to assert that under the structural crisis conditions the economy of the Region turned out to be more adapted, in comparison with the average Russian region, with a less pronounced reaction to the economic environment deterioration. On the other hand, the above facts evidence, first of all, that due to the structural features of the economy the Region has been drawn into the crisis more slowly than Russia.
In general, the Region development at the present stage of post-crisis development can, in our opinion, can be assessed as positive. The main thing that was achieved in the difficult conditions of the structural crisis of the economy is not to allow the risk of serious destabilization of the socioeconomic situation in the Region and uncontrolled development of events. Despite the difficult general economic situation in the country, the Region managed to maintain its position in key industries -manufacturing and agriculture.
In our opinion, we should not expect a complete reversal of the negative trends that characterize the structural crisis of the economy under the conditions of the braking mechanism noted above. Exactly the same as a significant reduction in the differences at the level of social and economic development of the Altai Region, the SFD regions and Russia that have developed over the years. gross agricultural output -the 4 th place, in capital investments (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) ) -the 23 rd place, and in market turnover -the 21 st place (Biznes-karta Rossii, 1993) .
In terms of rates of economic development, the Region also did not drop out of the total number: (more details, for instance, (Borodin, 2001) ).
In the agricultural sector of the Region, This, in our opinion, assumes, to give priority to its realism with a certain preservation of "ambitious principles" in shaping the Strategy for Development of the Region.
